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“The word “investigation” is defined as

“a searching inquiry for ascertaining facts, detailed or careful examinatloh
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The key word here is “facts”. Do ghosts exist? No, it has not been roven.
Therefore are no facts to investigate. B :

.
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- What we do have is the testimony of the witnesses and this is whéi;é an
s investigational process will work. Investigations are often viewed as a skeptical
actiyity because the main goal is trying to determine what the witness actually
0 saw. Is |t explamable or not? This is done through critical thinking and an event
repllcatlon process developed by SGHA. This is an important concept because
what defines a haunting or ghost sighting is “Multiple witnesses reporting
unuéual phenomena over a period of time”. If these phenomena can be
e’lblamed the witness reports are no longer validating paranormal activity as a
'cause and thus there is no ghost or hauntmg Additionally historical research

ay be done in an attempt to validate facts.

It is important to understand that the goal of an investigation is not to find
evidence of the paranormal but to attempt to identify any natural or manmade
- causes of the repovrted phenomena

: 'D_efinit'pn of Terms

. Investigation Status: Unsolved investigations will have either an open or closed
status. An investigation is given an “Open” status if:

Tl}erinvestigators were unable to replicate all of the witness events. Something
_significant remains that is still unsolved.

It is important to understand that an “open” investigation does not mean that
) - the unsolved facts are paranormal in nature. It simply means that we have
" exhausted our resources and cannot solve the “open” items/events.



"often occurs when mvestlgators do not have direct access to W|tnesses pr some

“other environmental change have occurred that creates confoundmg varlabtes.
14', >

+ Confidentiality Notice

Many of the witnesses interviewed have wished to remain aﬁonymous in
- exchange for presenting their accounts of paranormal experlences. We honor

that request and thus witnesses will often be identified by aliases. Any
;-;cpiri'cidence between aliases and actual persons is unintentional.
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‘ Part 1: Locatlon Information
/ ';Buffafo Billy's Casino

237 East Bennett Avenue

Cripple Creek, Colorado

Part 2: Location History:

[ William P. Bonbright built the Turf Club to
= §| ﬂ - -i = house exclusive rooms for the city's most

sold the building and the business to John
Harnan, who continued to operate the

mg—.mf. MIWE- successful businessmen. A year later he

club. Harnan earned his fortune with
Victor's famed Portland Mine. From
January 1892, the Portland Mine grew
from 1/10th of an acre to 135 acres.
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, Part3; Wltnesses
..Thls sectlon |dent|f|es the witnesses to the reported activity.

Name Sex Connection with reported Interviewed
incident

Jahice* y Female | Employee at casino 03/24/2001

4

~ Witnesses given aliases are noted by a *

- We interviewed several employees, all of which choose to remain anonymous.
However Janice was the most helpful and took the time to sh,ow us around the
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fOMer employee started telling her co-workers that she had seen a ghost of a
little girl in the bar upstairs. \
She claimed to be able to
telepathicallyb ‘-qmmunicate
with the ghost and said the
girl’s name \'N,a;s_, Lilly.

We asked Jan?ce about the
drawings that the ghost
had supposedly drawn at
the top of the stairs. She
told us that she had
worked at the casino for

five years and has only

7 experlenced anything paranormal. However when anything goes wrong, the"-.;g

“ghost” is often blamed.

= 4
k3

’

¥ « Part 43Reported Phenomena and Sources
- It was at that time a ghost was found in the building, a lonely little girl, only six

years old. She had inhabited the building, undetected, for nearly one hundred

years until she attached herself to a receptive female employee of the casino.
leé’lady did not understand in the beginning that Lilly was a spirit of the past.
She saw a Iittle girl sitting on the stair step, cradling a rag doll in her arms.

Known as "Lilly,” the friendly little girl has sometimes been seen sitting on the
stairs, cradling a rag doll in her arms. Looking incredibly real, an employee once -

asked her if she was lost, to which Lilly replied, "No, I’'m not lost, | live here.”
£ When the -employee left.to get a security guard, the pair returned only to find .




On another occasion, when a tourist was playing the slot machines, she lost
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track of her daughter. When she began to search, she found her perched on the
staircase. Asking her daughter what she was doing, the young girl replied that

Penciled numbers, letters and primitive drawings are found in the hallway at
the top of the rear stairs. The walls are scrubbed down every week, yet Lilly

comes and draws on them again.
v

Lilly causes problems with the computerized signs that record the winning
values of the slot machines. She makes them spin so rapidly that the numbers
cannot be read. Others have often seen Lilly peering from an upstairs window
down to the street below.

(Sources: Ghosts of Bennett Avenue- Cripple Creek, by Kathi Mac Iver, 2000 and

3 thlng‘ﬁ'and stories told to us by a local tour guide.)
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Part 5 Hypotheses > o SO

‘1' qIiii"vmg children are being mistaken for the ghost of Lilly. The ghost" hasno =
phy5|cal description other than the dress she is reported to be wearmg and even
that is a vague. The source material clearly indicates that —chlldre‘vrg could be in
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the building. 5k %

“On another occasion, when a tourist was playing the slot machines, she 7( st track of her

daughter. When she began to search, she found her perched on the sta:rc{&e Askmg her
daughter what she was doing, the young girl replied that she was playing with Lilly.”

v .

Interviews with Janice and other employees also confirm that children can be
"'pre's"ent in the building. Without a clear definition of Lilly’s physical
: charg‘,ﬁarlstlcs, any young girl could be mistaken for the ghost.

_AII of the reported phenomena have very plausible explanations. The
omenoq also lacks the repeating behavior associated with hauntings.

Part 6: Conclusion : 5308 |
/ The “haunting” at this location is the product of myth building that has grown
""'through publlcatlon in multiple books and through word of mouth on the local'
ghost tour.

.

The lacks ‘of eerwtnesses combmed with the variants in the story telling

=3 . mdlcate an urban legend.










