Forward
The word “investigation” is defined as
“a searching inquiry for ascertaining facts; detailed or careful examination.”
The key word here is “facts”. Do ghosts exist? No, it has not been proven.
Therefore are no facts to investigate.
What we do have is the testimony of the witnesses and this is where an
investigational process will work. Investigations are often viewed as a skeptical
activity because the main goal is trying to determine what the witness actually
saw. Is it explainable or not? This is done through critical thinking and an event
replication process developed by SGHA. This is an important concept because
what defines a haunting or ghost sighting is “Multiple witnesses reporting
unusual phenomena over a period of time”. If these phenomena can be
explained, the witness reports are no longer validating paranormal activity as a
cause and thus there is no ghost or haunting. Additionally historical research
may be done in an attempt to validate facts.
It is important to understand that the goal of an investigation is not to find
evidence of the paranormal but to attempt to identify any natural or manmade
causes of the reported phenomena

Definition of Terms
Investigation Status: Unsolved investigations will have either an open or closed
status. An investigation is given an “Open” status if:
The investigators were unable to replicate all of the witness events. Something
significant remains that is still unsolved.
It is important to understand that an “open” investigation does not mean that
the unsolved facts are paranormal in nature. It simply means that we have
exhausted our resources and cannot solve the “open” items/events.
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A “Closed” status indicates that there is insufficient data or confounding
variables that prevents replication or identifying possible explanations. This
often occurs when investigators do not have direct access to witnesses or some
other environmental change have occurred that creates confounding variables.

Confidentiality Notice
Many of the witnesses interviewed have wished to remain anonymous in
exchange for presenting their accounts of paranormal experiences. We honor
that request and thus witnesses will often be identified by aliases. Any
coincidence between aliases and actual persons is unintentional.
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Part 1: Location Information
Fort Bowie
Arizona

Part 2: Location History:
Two engagements between the United States Army and the Chiricahua led to
the construction of Fort Bowie in 1862. The first engagement, known as the
Bascom Affair, took place in January 1861 when a band of Apaches raided the
ranch of John Ward. Ward mistakenly believed that Cochise and the Chiricahua

Apaches were responsible for the raid and demanded that the military take
action against Cochise to recover property stolen during the raid. The next
month, the army responded to Ward's request by sending Lieutenant George
Nicholas Bascom and fifty-four men to Apache Pass to confront Cochise. Bascom
managed to capture Cochise and threatened to hold him hostage until Ward's
property was returned but the Apache leader managed to escape. Sporadic
fighting between Cochise's warriors and Army troops would continue for years
to come.
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The second major engagement was the Battle of Apache Pass, fought from July
15 to July 16, 1862. A Union regiment under Brigadier General James Henry
Carleton was ambushed by a band of Apaches while en route from California to
New Mexico where they were to confront
Confederate troops. This battle led to the
eventual establishment of Fort Bowie in
order to protect Apache Pass and an
important source of water, Apache Spring.
Construction on the first Fort Bowie began
in 1862 but this resembled more of a
temporary camp than a permanent
military fort. In 1868, a second, more
substantial Fort Bowie was built on a
plateau about 300 yards (270 m) to the
southeast. For more than 30 years Fort
Bowie and Apache Pass were the focal
points of military operations eventually
culminating in the surrender of Geronimo
in 1886 and the banishment of the Chiricahuas to Florida and Alabama. The fort
was abandoned in 1894. (Source: Wikipedia)

Previous ghost hunts or investigations at this location:
Three separate investigations have been performed at this site. The first was in
1987 with a follow up in 1989. These investigations were focused on the ghost
lights and unusual noises heard at the fort. The final investigation was in 2001.

Part 3: Reported Phenomena (General)
We were told of "ghost lights" that occur in the fall and early winter. According
to the stories, the lights are spirits of people who have died at or near the fort.
The lights are typically blue or white in color and are most often seen down by
the fort and cemetery. While exploring the ruins, hikers have heard
disembodied voices and the sound of women weeping.
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Another story that was told to us was that the valley is filled with the hissing
and spitting sound of a steam engine at rest. The sounds appear to be coming
from the second fort but when approached the noises stop.

Part 5: Witnesses
This section identifies the witnesses to the reported activity.

Name
Michael Cassidy

Connection with reported
incident

Sex
Male

Interviewed

Witness, ghost lights

9/19/1987

Helen Cassidy

Female Witness, ghost lights

9/19/1987

Rebecca Dobbs

Female Witness, audio phenomena 10/14/1989
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Scott Dobbs
Sheri Williams*

Male

Witness, audio phenomena 10/14/1989

Female Witness, ghost lights

Doug Williams*

Male

Witness, ghost lights

9/19/1987
9/19/1987

Witnesses given aliases are noted by a *

Relevant information from the interview with the Cassidy and Williams
Families.
A. Witnesses Location and location of reported phenomena
All four witnesses were hiking together and were on the return hike to the
parking area. They detoured to look at the ruins of the first fort when they
noticed flickering lights moving behind the ruins of the second fort. (Witnesses
were at the ruins of the old fort looking northeast.) After watching the lights for
a few minutes, Helen noticed lights moving around the area of the cemetery
(now looking west).

B. Nature of the lights
The lights were described as having white or very light blue color. The lights
seemed to flicker, like someone was carrying a lantern around. The lights
seemed to be moving around the fort and were moving slowly and often
proceeded by a “glow”.
The lights seen at the cemetery were described as “darting among the
tombstones”. They were white in color and the group could clearly see three
distinct lights.

C. The Dobbs reported an audio phenomenon that sounded like a “steam engine
at rest”. They claimed that the noise could be heard around the valley but
stopped when they approached the second fort.
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Part 6: Hypotheses
Typical access is by parking at the trailhead located on Apache Pass Road and
hiking in. However there is an alternative access. By following the ADA
accessible icon signs from Apache Pass Road, passenger vehicles can travel Old
Fort Bowie Road until it dead-ends in a small administrative area at Fort Bowie
NHS.

1. We believe that the lights sighted to the northeast are the headlights of cars
approaching the administrative area at the fort via the access road. We were
able to replicate the description of the lights by having an investigator drive
along the alternate access route while a second group observed from the
witnesses location.

2. The most plausible explanation for the lights seen at the cemetery would be
flashlights carried by visitors that arrived late in the day and underestimated
the hike to the fort. Although the Cassidy’s believed that they were alone is was
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plenty of time for another group of people to make their way to the cemetery
and leave before the Cassidy’s could catch up to them and see their exit.

3. We encountered the audio phenomena and believe it is the sound of the
water running at the spring. The sound diminishes as you approach the second
fort.

Part 7: Conclusion
Hypothesis 1 was replicated with the witnesses present who mutually agreed
that the headlights resembled what they had seen.

Hypothesis 2 was also replicated with a blind standard. To ensure the timing we
had three investigators arrive 30 minutes later and hike to the cemetery. Once
there they turned on their flashlights and moved around the cemetery for
several minutes before hiking back to their car. Once again the reported
phenomenon was successfully replicated.

Hypothesis 3 is not plausible due to historical factors. There was not a steam
engine located at or near the fort. A pinery, located twenty-five miles south of
the fort provided timber, and by July 1869 a steam-powered sawmill had been
installed at the pinery. The nearest train was located at Bowie Station, 13 miles
to the north.
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Part 8: Photographs
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